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Reaching 

In and 
the EU 
Platform



Creating Information about Rights

What does the European Union say should be 
happening for us?

How can we simplify this so that children in care 
will understand?

How can we share this with people with 
influence in Croatia – so that they know their 
obligations



Forming groups, so that children get a chance to think together and 

develop trust

Creating and Improving Children’s Meetings in Residential Homes

Sharing ideas about how to improve housing, activities and education

Exchanging these ideas with each other and with the European Commission



EU Children’s Participation 

Platform

How to work together to improve child 

participation systems

How to get a better understanding of 

democracy

How we should work together across 

countries – and what issues

https://eu-for-children.europa.eu/





Voices 
from 
Care 
Cymru



Voices for Change Group

• Meeting regularly

• Building Skills

• Having Fun

• Influencing National 
Decisions



#RadicalReform



Action by government



Partnered with 
the youth 
parliament
Making sure that care 
experienced children 
and young people 

Are part of 
mainstream collective 
participation activities



Encouraging all 
young people to use 
their vote

Encouraged young 
people to register to 
vote

Summarized what every 
party was offering



Generating 
Community 
Connections

Developing a network of allies

Adults and young people

(Safety is essential)



University 
- Care 
Forum 

Partnerships



Creating our Lives

Co-created Research

Discussed with Committee

Informed national guidelines

Developed Training for Social Workers

Area-Based Children in Care 

Councils



https://youtu.be/Vl_oSSeyWKA?feature=shared



Video cath



Housing

What do you think is making a 
difference?

How can we research it together?

What are we finding out?

How can we tell other people 
and the governments?

National and Area-Based 
Children in Care Councils





Pesapuu in Finland



Collaboration with Children’s Ombudsperson

Roadshow around the country

What are your concern?

What do social services need to do?

How can we make this happen?



Children’s Detective 
Club

Children aged 6-10  investigate child 
protection in a group with Badger the 
Puppet

Children help Badger – they don’t have 
to talk straight about themselves and 
their own experiences. 

Detective Club isn’t a therapy group but 
it has elements of empowering 
participation and peer support

•We investigate

•We develop

•We influence



Lessons learned
➢Care experienced young people can be amazing leaders

➢Create groups and get to know each other – spend time and do activities

➢Get to know adult allies – politicians and public

➢Be creative – DJ workshops and Badger Puppet

➢Develop your strengths – get informed, share information

➢Build partnerships with other organisations – including academics

➢Make links to the political processes that already exist – voting, youth councils, national and 
international platforms

➢Remind people of their duties and your rights

➢Try to influence laws, guidance and how people do things in practice locally, nationally and 
internationally

➢Remember we can do this together and there are lots of us working for similar change
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